
LOWER PAXTON TOWNSHIP 
BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 

TUESDAY, APRIL 21, 2020 - 7:00 PM, 
425 PRINCE STREET, LOWER PAXTON, PA 

 

CALL TO ORDER - CHAIRMAN HENRY 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 

CHAIRMAN & BOARD MEMBERS' COMMENTS 

MANAGER'S REPORT 

OLD BUSINESS 
 

NEW BUSINESS 

PRESENTATION AND ACTION ON RESOLUTION 20-13; EXTENDING DEADLINES 
FOR THE PAYMENT OF REAL ESTATE TAXES FOR TAXABLE YEAR 2020 
Mr. Gotshall 
 
PRESENTATION AND ACTION ON RESOLUTION 20-14; APPROVING OF THE DEP 
PLANNING MODULE FOR THE ALLENTOWN BOULEVARD WAREHOUSE 
Mr. Gotshall 
 
SUBDIVISION AND LAND DEVELOPMENT 

IMPROVEMENT GUARANTEES 
 
PAYMENT OF BILLS - LOWER PAXTON TOWNSHIP & LOWER PAXTON 
TOWNSHIP AUTHORITY 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

ADJOURN 

NEXT BOARD MEETING (Business Meeting),  
TUESDAY, MAY 5, 2020; 7:00 P.M. 
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LOWER PAXTON 
TOWNSHIP BOARD OF 

SUPERVISORS 
 

RESOLUTION 20-13 
 

A RESOLUTION EXTENDING DEADLINES FOR THE PAYMENT OF REAL 
ESTATE TAXES TO LOWER PAXTON TOWNSHIP FOR TAXABLE YEAR 

2020 
 
 WHEREAS, Lower Paxton Township, Dauphin County, Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, 
(the “Township”) is a Township of the Second Class organized and existing under the laws of the 
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania (the “Commonwealth”); and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Township is a taxing district as defined in the Local Tax Collection Law, 
53 Pa.C.S. § 8001, et seq.  
 
 WHEREAS, a novel coronavirus (now known as “COVID-19”) emerged in Wuhan, China, 
began infecting humans in November 2019, and has since spread throughout the world, including the 
United States, the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, and the County of Dauphin; and 
 
 WHEREAS, on March 11th, 2020, the World Health Organization declared the COVID-19 
virus a pandemic; and  
 
 WHEREAS, the Governor’s Office of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania issued a 
Proclamation of Disaster Emergency on March 6th, 2020, due to the spread of COVID-19 under the 
authority of 35 Pa.C.S. § 7501, et seq. that authorized the suspension of certain procedures and 
formalities prescribed by law and urged counties to “act as necessary to meet the current exigencies;” 
and  
 
 WHEREAS, the Township Manager issued a Declaration of Disaster Emergency on March 
18, 2020, with the Board of Supervisors of the Township ratifying such Declaration on March 24, 
2020, recognizing the existence of a disaster emergency in the Township due to COVID-19; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Governor mandated the closure of physical non-life-sustaining businesses, 
effective March 21st, 2020, and has urged “social distancing” measures to prevent the spread of 
COVID-19; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Federal Government has extended the deadline for filing federal taxes for a 
period of 90 days until July 15th, 2020, due to the economic impact of the virus; and 
 
 WHEARAS, through Resolution 2020-10, the Dauphin County Commissioners took action 
to dispense with the assessment of interest and penalty on County real estate taxes through December 
31, 2020.   
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 WHEREAS, the Township Board of Supervisors recognizes that the finances of many 
taxpayers of the Township will be negatively affected by the closure of local businesses, layoffs of 
employees, and uncertainty in the financial markets; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Township desires to mitigate the economic impact of COVID-19 on 
Township taxpayers by using its statutory discretion to waive penalties for late tax payments, 
providing for collection of the real estate tax at the flat tax rate up to and including December 31, 
2020.  
 
 NOW, THEREOFRE, BE IT RESOLVED AND IT IS HEREBY RESOLVED by the 
Township Board of Supervisors as follows: 
 

SECTION 1.  The foregoing Recitals to this Resolution are incorporated herein and made a 
part hereof.  
 
 SECTION 2.   The Board of Supervisors authorizes and extends appreciation to the County 
of Dauphin for providing notification to taxpayers and instructing the local tax collectors to process 
all real estate taxes paid between June 1st, 2020 and December 31st, 2020 at the flat rate.   
 
 SECTION 3.   A tax payment shall be considered “late” if not paid within four (4) months of 
the tax notice, pursuant to 72 P.S. §5511.10.  For taxable year 2020 only, all late tax payments received 
by December 31st, 2020, shall be assessed a penalty of zero percent (0%) of the taxpayer’s tax liability.   
 
 SECTION 4.  For payments related to tax years other than 2020, tax collectors are directed 
to apply the 10% penalty for late payments in accordance with 72 P.S. §5511.10. 
 
 SECTION 5.  This Resolution shall be effective immediately. 
 

RESOLVED this 21st day of April, 2020.  

  

ATTEST:                BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 
       LOWER PAXTON TOWNSHIP 
          

  

___________________________________   ___________________________________    

Chris Judd, Secretary        Lowman S. Henry, Chairman 
 
 
(SEAL) 



DAUPHIN 

 

 

April 7, 2020 

 
Dear Municipal Official: 
 
At our public meeting on April 1st, 2020, we adopted the attached Resolution waiving 5% and 10% penalties for 2020 
County real property taxes for the balance 2020. The Resolution fully explains the basis and reasons for our actions.  All 
County taxes collected on or after June 1st, 2020 will be collected at the flat tax rate, not having either the 5% or 10% 
penalties imposed.   
 
In view of the current COVID-19 pandemic and the various directives issued by PA Governor Tom Wolf and Department 
of Health Secretary Dr. Rachael Levine, we believe it is in the best interest of the citizens of Dauphin County, in these 
critical times, for individuals and businesses whose livelihoods have been impacted to have the opportunity to pay 2020 
real property taxes for the balance of 2020 without penalty.  As local government officials, we need to work together and 
help those who are struggling during this pandemic.  
 
We would appreciate your support to extend this relief to Dauphin County property owners who reside in your 
municipality as well.  With your approval, we will notify all property owners with unpaid 2020 taxes as of June 1st, 2020 
(the date the 5% penalty would be added) via a reminder of the real property tax due, now at FLAT, without penalty. 
 
With your approval, local tax collectors will be instructed to process all real property tax paid between June 1st, 2020 and 
December 31st, 2020 at the FLAT rate. By processing all real property tax payment received at FLAT, refunds will not be 
required.  
 
For those municipalities where the Dauphin County Treasurer is the tax collector, distribution of monies collected will be 
uninterrupted.  Unpaid 2020 taxes will be returned by the tax collector on or before January 19th, 2021 to the Dauphin 
County Tax Claim Bureau, as is the statutory process, for collection in accordance with the Real Estate Tax Sale Law (RETSL).   
 
For the County to take the appropriate steps for implementation of this unprecedented action, we are asking for your 
endorsement of this process before Friday April 24th, 2020.  In the event your Board does not meet before this deadline, 
we suggest that you poll the members and follow with an official action at the next appropriate public meeting.   
 
Please respond with your acceptance by calling Chief Clerk Chad Saylor at 717.780.6336 and csaylor@dauphinc.org before 
the deadline of April 24, 2020. Thank you for your hard work and support on behalf of Dauphin County residents. 
 
Sincerely, 

                                                          
Jeff Haste   Mike Pries           George P. Hartwick, III 
Chairman   Vice Chairman           Secretary 

BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 
JEFF HASTE, CHAIRMAN 

MIKE PRIES, VICE CHAIRMAN 

GEORGE P. HARTWICK III, SECRETARY 

 

CHIEF CLERK/CHIEF OF STAFF 

CHAD SAYLOR 

 

COUNTY 
OFFICE OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

P.O. BOX 1295 

HARRISBURG, PA 17108 

(717) 780-6300 
(717) 255-2684 FAX 
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